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My object is a 2.3’x3.5’ nylon poster of Bruce Lee.  The cloth is black, and the printing is in white.  Bruce has his left fist up and close to him, with his right more extended towards me, the viewer.  There is a quote to the left of him that reads:

“Knowing is

not enough

we must

apply

Willing is

not enough

we must

do”
His signature sweeps flowingly in large curves at the bottom left of the poster, which hangs from the top of my dorm room’s wall above my computer.  I do not know when the poster was printed, but I do know that the quote was one of Bruce’s favorites throughout his life.


I keep the poster hanging above my desk so that I can find some motivation when I cannot find any, or if I want to get more enthused about a goal I want to attain.  This applies to both mental and physical exertion, as well as my personal character.  The reaction I have to the poster is triggered primarily by the words, since I am inspired by them to make the most of what I am given and taught, as well as make the right decisions in the face of opposition from others (lack of faith, for example) and from within (laziness, for example.)  I interpret the quote’s message as such: use what you have learned rather than repressing it, and take action rather than simply thinking about doing so.  I feel energized when I look at the poster; it can give me a jump-start for schoolwork, or keep me going during long and stressful assignments or workouts.


My reaction is also sparked by the look of calm determination on Bruce’s face; he seems relaxed, yet poised for anything that comes his way.  This calls to mind the way in which I would prepare for baseball games and track meets in high school, since the best results would come when I was at ease and prepared at the same time.  I interpret Bruce’s expression as the idea that one must not fall under pressure, but rather use that pressure as a means to accomplish a goal.


Although I am a fan of Bruce Lee, and look up to his self-discipline throughout all aspects of his life, I feel that anyone can appreciate the poster, both for its quote and for its image.  If one cannot interpret the quote alone, I believe that the facial expression would be able to help elucidate the meaning.  I feel that the dramatic lighting, which retains the bare essentials (face and hands) and shrouds half of his body in darkness, boils down everything to the necessities, stripping away the fat and dead weight, so to speak.


With respect to computer graphics, I feel that my reaction of being inspired and motivated by the poster is partially created by the graphic design.  There is a vertical division created down the center of the poster by the alignment of the text and the placement of the image.  I feel that this creates a sense of one side being like the other; the words may be apart from the photo of their speaker, but the clean alignment keeps the two elements together.  The text and signature are vectorized, and therefore sharply defined; they are also bright white, and sharply contrast with the black background.  Because of this, my attention is initially called to the words.  However, they do not distract from the raster image of Bruce, who is cast in light, low-contrast grays such that he appears subtle, but posed such that he is striking and powerful to the eye.  In effect, one can read the quote first, then see who said it, and finally be able to appreciate the two as one – all within a matter of seconds.  The simple grayscale “color scheme” keeps everything basic, and leaves the bare essentials.  In this way, there is no room for confusion as to what the poster intends to say; if, for example, the poster were red with yellow ink, the Chinese flag might come to mind, and the idea of the quote being applicable to all people would be demolished.


I feel that my knowledge of vector graphics helped me to determine the words’ contrast with the raster image, since they are literally sharply defined, and therefore call attention to themselves first.  My knowledge of contrast helped me to realize why Bruce’s image is subtle, and our class discussions of shapes and negative volumes helped me to understand why I find his pose so dramatic.  3D graphics did not help, since the image is completely done with 2D text and a film photograph.  Although I emotionally understood my poster well before this assignment, I feel that I can look at it more objectively as a visual thinker from writing this piece.

[image: image1.jpg]



