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Almost any object that one sees today has been inspired by digital aesthetics and computer graphics. This includes skyscraper buildings and architecture as well as the more mundane household items that a person uses on a daily basis. In this paper, I will look at a pair of earrings using concepts from computer graphics, design, and perceptual science. When I first look at this pair of earrings I see a cluster of rings and circles of different shapes, sizes, colors, and textures. Immediately, this array of styles and the unique design attracts my attention and admiration. 
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  These earrings are a modern product created to enhance beauty and add style to a wardrobe. In this manner, the digital aesthetic is effective in modernizing the product and making it desirable to a target audience that spends the majority of their time on AIM and surfing the web. These earrings reflect digital properties through their use of layering and transparency. The transparent discs also act as pseudo-filters allowing only colored light to pass through them creating interesting visual effects. The design of the earrings consists of only circular shapes that could be created using simple mathematical formulas. This characteristic mimics vector graphic technology which uses shapes that are actually mathematically calculated curves. Also, the series of loops and circles are connected to one another through individual pieces of chain. This structure creates a discrete collection of individual elements that come together to create a whole much as pixels create a digital image. The earrings are created in a modern way which truly comes from a digital aesthetic and the principles of computer graphics.

The earrings also reflect concepts from the principles of graphic design. The earrings have characteristics of contrast, repetition, and alignment that make them visually pleasing in terms of their design. Contrast is seen in the difference in the materials used. The transparent, colorful plastic discs contrast well with the silver, metallic open rings. The earrings also have a repetition of the circular shape that is highly effective. This repetition does not consist of exact replications, but rather variances in color and form. Also, the earrings are aligned off of a central axis, with all the loops and discs appearing on one side of the axis. These graphic design techniques that are often used to create print documents also effectively work to make the earrings visually pleasing.

The effective visual design elements can also be explained through perceptual science. The reason why the alignment of the earrings works so well is because according to perceptual rules, when two visual structures have a non-accidental relationship they are grouped. Therefore, the patterns of circles within other circles create visually interesting patterns. The earrings are also visually interesting because the visual system attempts to determine what part of the earring is ‘figure’ and what part is ‘ground’, but in the case of these earrings this is highly ambiguous. Gestalt psychology also stresses the importance of symmetry in making an object balanced and more visually pleasing. These earrings contain such a line of symmetry down their vertical axis.

All of these different perspectives help to understand the earring, which is often considered as nothing more than a trinket, as an aesthetic object. The design of a pair of earrings when examined using concepts from computer graphics, graphic design, and perceptual science becomes quite intriguing. The earrings can be seen as having a modern, digital aesthetic through their transparency and layers. The earrings also use many of the principles that are the basis of graphic design for printed documents. Also, my initial attraction to these earrings may be based in part on perceptual rules and design properties inherent in the design of the earrings. A pair of earrings that at first appears to be just a cluster of rings and circles of different shapes and size, is truly a multi-faceted aesthetic object.
