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Advancement to Candidacy Contract 
 

Name: __________________________________  Star t ing year : __________ 
 

General instructions: use this form to plan and repor t  your  progress toward advancement . Put  in only 
those courses used to fulfi l l  the requirements of your  degree. Put  check marks in the boxes in the leftmost  
column for  those courses and milestones that  have been completed.  
 
Contract must be submitted at the end of each academic year : this cont ract  must  be reviewed and 
approved by your  research advisor  at  the end of each academic year . I f there are no changes, review is st i l l  
required, but  approval is automat ic. Please submit  the or iginal for  your  student  fi le to the Facul ty and 
Student  Affairs Manager  (Lauren Clarke, lkc) before the last  day of class in the spr ing semester . 
 
I . Coursework Requirements 
The student must earn six course credits in the fi rst  two years, excluding Reading and Research. 
Of these: 
• At  least  5 must  be in CS at  the 1000-level or  higher , and two must  be at  the 2000-level.  
• One course outside CS can count  toward candidacy; both the DGS and advisor  must  approve the 

course. 
• At  least  3 courses must  be completed by June 1 of the fi rst  year .  Neither  Reading-and-Research 

courses nor  credits t ransferred from other  schools can count  toward this requirement . 
• Courses chosen must  three of the four  PhD course areas including three of areas.  For  more 

informat ion about  areas see: ht tp://cs.brown.edu/grad/phd/reqs/course-areas-phd.html 
• Al l  courses must  be completed with a grade of B or  bet ter .  Students are expected to maintain an 

A average (bet ter  than 3.5/4.0) 
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I I . Programming Comp Requirement 
 

Year  1 CS19 Grade: _______________  
Year  2 CS19 Grade: _______________  
 
I I I . Ethics Training Requirement (BEARCORE or  CI TI  cer tification) 
Date class taken:  ___________________ 

http://cs.brown.edu/grad/phd/reqs/course-areas-phd.html


More detai ls about requirements are avai lable at  ht tp://cs.brown.edu/degrees/doctoral/reqs 

 
 
I V. Research Requirement 
There are several milestones, which are meant  to give the student feedback as wel l  as to make 
cer tain that  the process advances, to complet ing the research requirement .  Students should 
act ively engage their  research commit tees and make cer tain that  the ent ire commit tee is aware 
of the student ’s progress.   
 
Use this checkl ist  to t rack your  progress: 
 
 By M arch 15, First Year : the student wi l l  select  a research project  advisor  and two 

addit ional commit tee members. 
Name of research project advisor : __________________ 
Name of two additional committee members: _________________________ 
Date committee was finalized: _____________ 
 

 By Apr il 21, First Year : the student wi l l  present  a research proposal (1-3 page document  
descr ibing the intended research &  a 10-minute talk) to his or  her commit tee and to any 
other  faculty who wish to at tend; proposal should be formally announced at  least  one week 
in advance by sending the date, t ime, locat ion, t i t le, abst ract  and a URL for  the document  
to lkc@cs.brown.edu.  The advisor should be cc’d on the email .  Proposal must be approved 
by the commit tee. 
Date announcement was sent to Lauren: _____________ 
Date research proposal presentation delivered: _____________ 
Date research proposal was approved: _____________ 
 

 Dur ing the fall semester , Second Year : the student  should meet with his or  her 
commit tee to present progress to date in a form that  is agreeable to the commit tee as a 
whole (e.g. a talk, a shor t  report , or  both).   
Date research progress was delivered: _____________ 

 
 By M arch 15, Second Year : the student wi l l  present  his or  her  work to the commit tee 

and to any faculty who wish to at tend in a 20-minute talk to be fol lowed by quest ions.  
This talk should be formally announced at  least  one week in advance by sending the date, 
t ime, locat ion, t i t le, abst ract  and a URL for  the document to lkc@cs.brown.edu. Your  
advisor should be cc’d on the email.   I f the date and t ime are approved, i t  wi l l  be 
announced to the faculty and a room wil l be reserved.  These presentat ions are not  open to 
the CS depar tment-at -large as they are an examinat ion.  The final pdf needs to be sent to 
lkc@cs.brown.edu.  
Date announcement was sent to Lauren: _____________ 
Date research presentation was delivered: _____________ 
Date research project was approved: _____________ 
Date final pdf of research project was sent to Lauren: _____________ 
Note: if a student needs make a second at tempt at  the research presentat ion, this second 
presentat ion must be completed by May 15. 
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